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“Know, oh prince, that between the years when Ше 
oceans drank Atlantis and the gleaming cities, and 
the years of the rise of the Sons of Aryas, there was 
an age undreamed of, when shining kingdoms lay 
spread across the world like blue mantles beneath 
the stars...Hither came Conan, the Cimmerian, 


black-haired, sullen-eyed, sword in hand, a thief, 
a reaver, a slayer, with gigantic melancholies and 
gigantic mirth, to tread the jeweled thrones of the 
Earth under his sandaled feet.” 


--The Nemedian Chronicles 
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After fifteen winters, С: the Barbarian headed 
Cimmeria, fight! ime ki 
his travels, he 


CONAN’S LAST STAND AT 
THE EDGE OF THE WORLD 


PART SIX: “THE BOY IN THE TREE” 


King Conan of Aquilonia set sail to the farthest reaches of the Western Sea and 
was shipwrecked on a deadly uncharted island. There, Conan was surprised to 
encounter his old enemy, the sorcerer Thoth-Amon. The two fought, Thoth-Amon 
gleefully drawing Conan’s blood, for by anointing his serpent ring with the blood 
of a king, the wizard hoped to complete the spell that would at last grant him the 
power he has long sought. But the spell did not work, for Сопап 15 no longer a king. 


Before this fateful excursion, King Conan bequeathed the throne of Aquilonia to his 

“воп, Conn, A.K.A. King Conan ІІ. Thus, Conan I and Thoth-Amon have struck an uneasy 
alliance as they attempt to ves from the island, and the Princess Prima, who 

inte substitute Conan he at the center of the curse that keeps her bound 

-to the isle of undead izing the Stygian lava tar Thoth-Amon was carrying on 
his ship when he crashed , the ще bitter enemies have engaged the princess and 
ES NG ` the warriors іп а ae rok хид іц go down in history as Conan's final stand... 
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STARING UP FROM MEN, IT WAS. WITH 
THE DEPTHS. | JUST ONE SPECK OF 
ROCK RISING OUT 
OF THE SEA. 


THAT WAS WHEN 
17 THE STORM CAME 
UPON US. LIKE A THING М 
ALIVE, IT SEIZED US. 
ALIVE AND ENRAGED. 
т SAW мен TORN “Д 
APART ву THE 
WINDS. 
IT WAS ONLY 
BY THE GRACE 
OF MITRA THAT WE 
MADE IT THROUGH 
ONCE WE DID...WE 
REALIZED. 


THAT WE 
WERE SAILING 


THROUGH а 
GRAVEYARD. 


THAT'S 


WHERE WE 


FOUND 


втаввео 

=, У INTO THE STONE, 
34 LIKE а.а MARKER 
A GRAVE. 


IT WAS HIS, 
MY LORD. 


WHILE, AT 
LAST, I WILL 
66 FREE! 


THOTH- 
AMON WILL ғ 
CLAIM IT! YOUR SNAKE- 
RIDDLED 
BONES! 


THE AIR SMELLED OF STYGIA! 
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| a BATTLE or 
WHICH EVEN 
THE GODS 
| тоок ноте. 


| „EXCEPT FOR 
CONAN'S GOD. 


е CIMMERIAN TO 


FEND FOR HIMSELF. | 


AS THE BATTLE 
RAGED, CONAN FOUND 
HIMSELF THINKING 
оға ТІ 


AS а BOY, CONAN 
WOULD CLIMB TO 
THE TOP AND STRAIN 
HIS EYES, STARING 
INTO THE DISTANCE... 


~-DREAMING OF THE 
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BEYOND Tue GRIM | 
GREY HILLS OF 
тие NORTHLAND. 
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ASKED WITHIN HIS ми 


SHAVE YOU ат LAST 
SEEN ENOUGH ТО SATE 
YOUR WANDERLUST? MORE 
THAN ENOUGH FOR A 
THOUSAND LIFETIMES?" 


THE TALLEST 
TREE OUTSIDE HIS 
HOME VILLAGE. 
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AND SET AND ALL 
THE BEASTS OF 
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GN I PROMISE YOU, IT SHALL ве 


å су 


$ YOUR DOOM, WIZARD! 
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Destiny | 
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MYSELF! 
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MITRA'S 
EYES... 


THE 
STYGIANS 
ARE GOOD FOR 
ONE THING, 
IT WOULD 
SEEM. 
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RING! once you, 


YOU CACKLING 
WITCH... ARE 


THIS WASN'T 
тие DEAL, 
WIZARD. 


THE CURSE 
THAT SPAWNED THIS 
ISLAND WILL ве 
SWALLOWED ву 
THE SEA, 


THE 
ISLAND MAY 
ве GONE, вит 
ITS DARK POWER 
REMAINS! I CAN 
FEEL IT! 


AND WE'LL 
ве RIGHT THERE 
WITH IT! 


WE HAD 
A TRUCE, THE WIZARD 
CIMMERIAN! / aye, THAT IS RIGHT. THE 
WE WOULDN'T қ ISLAND MAY BE SUNK, 
KILL ONE ANOTHER RE ват THE HEART OF ITS 
UNTIL WE LEFT THE \ POWER 15 STILL 
ISLAND. вит INSTEAD, и DOWN THERE. 
THE ISLAND HAS 
LEFT US. AND NOW THAT THE 
GREAT THOTH-AMON HAS 
DEFEATED ме, THE GUARDIAN 
OF THE CURSE, ИЕ CAN CLAIM 
THAT DARK MAGIC FOR 
HIMSELF. 


THEN 
WE CAN 
SETTLE OUR 
BUSINESS 
HERE AND 
NOW! 


YOU SEE! AT LAST, MY WHILE CLĄD IN 
RISE IS IMMINENT! I SHALL THE FLAYED SKIN OF 
CRUSH ENTIRE ARMIES ац. WHO MOCKED 
BENGATH му HEEL! ME! STARTING 
WITH YOU, 


KING 
OF THE 
WORLD! 


AND MY 
THRONE 
AWAITS! 


YOU'RE а 
MADMAN! 


THE SURFACE. 


AND THAT WAS THE LAST 
HE EVER SAW OF THE 
WIZARD THOTH-AMON. 


THE VULTURES GORGED ON CORPSES, 
UNTIL THEY WERE TOO FAT TO FLY. 
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тие DEAD замк WITH THE ISLAND. WITH THE 
WRECKED SHIPS. WITH ANYTHING THAT СОШ 
FERRIED CONAN ACROSS THE SEA. 


WITH ANYTHING 
AT ALL THAT 
COULD FLOAT. 


BUT THE MEN 
CHEERED AS THEY 
PASSED THE FLAGON, 
VLET US DRINK, DRINK, 
DRINKI" 


“LET US 
DRINK OUR WAY 
TO HELL, BOYS, AS 
SURE AS OUR OLD 
GIRLS SUNKI 


THE STORM 
вие WAS A! HOWLING 
AND THEIR SHIP WAS 
SURE TO SINK! 


THE CIMMERIANS 
WERE A SULLEN 


PEOPLE, NEVER 
ONES FOR SINGING. 
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AS SOON AS не 
RECEIVED THE 
BROKEN SWORD OF HIS 
FATHER, THE KING OF 
AQUILONIA SET SAIL. 


THERE, THEY 
ANCHORED. THERE, 
THE KING LISTENED 

FOR ANSWERS 

IN THE WAVES. 
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WHEREVER HE MIGHT Bi 


FOR IF THERE WAS ONE 
THING THAT THE KING 
OF AQUILONIA KNEW... 


IT WAS THAT THE BOY 
I'D COME FROM 
CIMMERIA ALL THOSE 
YEARS BEFORI 
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ў то TREAD тие JEWELED 
THRONES OF THE EARTH 
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CONAN WOULD 
SURELY OG NEEDING 
IT, AS HE EMBARKED 
UPON HIS NEXT 
GREAT ADVENTURE. 


WOULD 
OUTLIVE 
THEM ALL. 


HE HAD a 
BELLY FULL 
OF WINE. 


ARUSTYDAGGER 
него PRIED FROM THE 
MOUTH OF A SHARK. 


AND A BOAT 
HE'D HACKED 
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THE BOAT OF A LOST 
Ош PRINCESS. MADE FROM 
ЩО THE FINGERNAILS 
OF THE DEAD. 
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A PADDLE 
OF HUMAN 


AND THIS 
CONAN HAD 
то 566. 


FOR HE WĄS 
A MAN WITH 


THE воу 
WHO BECAME 
AKING. 


WHO WOULD 
WANDER HIS WAY 
INTO LEGEND. 


ALL ACROSS 
THE KNOWN 
wort 


AND EVEN 
BEYOND, 
IT HAS BEEN 

SAID BY SOME. 


BUT THAT I 
A STORY FOR 
ANOTHER TIME. 


THE HYBORIAN PAGE 


At last—after the many decades 
since Robert E. Howard first put 
forth the notion of King Conan's 
travels in his golden years, we get 
to take it to the legend's end (and 
brought to life by Jason, Mahmud, 
Matt, and Travis—a better team, 
we could not ask for)! It's been 
a long journey for Conan—in his 
own chronology and in our real-life 
publishing—but, as Conan rows off 
into the sunset, let us dig one more 
time into the scrolls of you readers... 


lonly bow before one king! King Conan! 


It is strange to think back to а time 
when Conan was nothing more than 
a legend to me. One heard through 
whispers or locked away in the 
pages of books I could never seem 
to find. Conan has always had this 
mysticism to his legend and the many 
stories that made him 50. It wasn't 
until I came across two travelers by 
the names of Aaron and Азгаг who 
would tell me their tale about the 
wandering barbarian and make me a 
worshiper of Crom for life. I'm talking 
about their twelve issue CONAN 
run in 2019 that solidified me as 
а devotee to the great Cimmerian! 
50 much 50 I'm still on the hunt for 
the first three issues of that arc in 
physical form. Sure as the sun sets 
and Conan hungers for adventure, 
I won't stop until I find them! 


Here I am today, I am older and I 
am far more entrenched in the world 
of Conan than ever before. So one 
must imagine my excitement when 
| saw the team that made me a 
worshiper of Crom was returning to 
write again for the barbarian. This 
book also has my favorite depiction 
of Conan; that being him as a jaded 
king. I particularly like how Conan 
can't be content without adventure 
of some kind in his life. Hed rather 
~ face death day in and day out than 
sit on a throne. And while I see where 
young Conn is coming from when 
he is being exiled, | must admit, 
Id daren’t disobey King Conan. 
Perhaps that's because І too long for 
adventure in my own life or perhaps 
I have the right mind not to face off 
against Crom's greatest warrior. 


Keep up the excellent work, 
gentlemen. This book is fantastic 
and only continues to impress. 
May Crom shower you with 
riches for many moons to come! 


Zach, we're glad you discovered 
the allure of the Conan books and 
that this particular time period of 
the story was so enjoyable for you. 


Hey, Conan team. | am reading 
through the KING CONAN series, 
and І just wanted to take a second 
to say: Jason Aaron is slaying the 
writing in this book! It's all too 
easy to overdo or not-quite nail 
the Conan style, but these lines 
and narrative in issue 1 are legend. 


Thanks for all you do--Mitra 
watch over all of the team there! 


B 
We appreciate it, B! 
Crom's Blood! 


After years of reading the original 
Marvel Conan Comics and Mags, I had 
to take a hiatus years back when life 
g in the way (blasted University, and 

reer...). Now that I'm getting back 
in, I have to say, I'm VERY glad that 
KING CONAN is on my reading list. 


Thoth-Amon had my attention, but 
the backstory with Conn now has me 
hooked. І can honestly say this title 
had me at hello.” 


Now ifyou really want to up the game 
here, Изи gest we just throw in 
some King Kull... mean, I’m just 
sayin’...it would be a natural fit... 
Like the Barbarian-Brothers-Buddy- 
Movie meets Sword & Sorcery! 


Looking forward to some more 
Barbarian Madness! 


Sincerely, 
Tennessee Fats 
Ajax, Ontario 


Tennessee, thanks for your kind 
words. Kull, as you probably 
know, hails from a different age 
than Conan, but we could have 
potentially pulled off some kind of 
time and space dislocation as we 
did in SERPENT WAR, or the one 
Conan is currently embroiled in over 
in the pages of SAVAGE AVENGERS 
(the new #1 is on sale now!), should 
we hit on the story that warranted 
telling. But it seems our own time іп 
the Hyborian Age has also run out. 


It is with a heavy heart I must end 
this final Hyborian Page on that 
very revelation—while Conan's 
escapades continue in the Marvel 
Universe in the aforementioned 
SAVAGE AVENGERS, this is 


in fact the last issue of KING 
CONAN, and also the last of 
our new adventures with the 
barbarian, thief, reaver, slayer, 
king in the Hyborian Age at Marvel. 


It’s been my true honor to edit the 
character for over four years, and 
a pleasure digging deeper into the 
lore and FE it with the likes 
of Jason Aaron, Mahmud Asrar, 
Matthew Wilson, Travis Lanham, 
Esad Ribić, Roy Thomas, Jim Zub, 
Gerry Duggan, Meredith Finch, 
Saladin Ahmed, Tini Howard, Kevin 
Eastman, Chris Claremont, Larry 
Hama, Christopher Priest, Frank 
Tieri, Steven 5. DeKnight, Kurt 
Busiek, Dan Slott, Ron Garney, 

ichard Isanove, Andrea Di Vito, 
Scott Hanna, Roberto de La Torre, 
Gerardo Zaffino, Steve McNiven, 
Pete Woods, Alan Davis, Cam Smith, 
Aneke, Luke Ross, Nolan Woodard, 
Andy Troy, Kate Niemczyk, Jesüs 
Saiz, Patch Zircher, Java Tartaglia, 
Marco Checchetto, David Finch, 
Paul Davidson, Cory Smith, 
Roberto Poggi, Rogé Antönio, 
Israel Silva, Geoff Shaw, Edgar 
Delgado, Е.М. Gist, Sana Takeda, 
Carlos Pacheco, Jay Anacleto, 
Marcos Martin, Muntsa Vicente, Jen 
Bartel, Rom Fajardo, Dan Panosian, 
MR GARCIN, Ive Svorcina, José 
Villarrubia, Frank D'Armata, 
Tomi Varga, Neeraj Menon, 
Lauren Атаго, Shannon Andrews 
Ballesteros, Drew Baumgartner, 
Fred Malmberg, Jay Zetterberg, 
Steve Booth, Mike Jacobsen, 
Brian Overton, Ralph Macchio, 
and of course, the many, many 
more contributors to the legend 
of Conan and the Hyborian Age in 
this modern era of Marvel CONAN 
comics. If you're looking for more 
Conan, from this era and previous, 
keep an eye on the upcoming 
Omnibus and Epic collections 
releasing over the coming months! 


But as Conan in the Hyborian Age 
sails off to waters unknown (both in 
this story and the future stories yet 
untold—for the legend never truly 
ends), we thank you for your support 
and dedication these past years. 


By Crom and Mitra, 
Mark Basso 
Conan Editor, Spring 2022 


